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for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, his nomination
having been protested against by Austria on the well
understood ground that he was an Irredentist, that
is, in favor of taking the Tyrol from Austria. In
the battle of Coatit, which inaugurated the hostili-
ties, he had shown brilliant qualities as a partisan
commander and had become very popular, so that
to remove him, as Crispi had intended when he was
recalled to Kome, was very difficult, the more as he
protested his strict adherence to the defensive policy
imposed on him by the ministry; but on his return
it soon became evident that he cherished more am-
bitious plans than he had owned up to when in
Home, and Crispi soon saw that his recall was neces-
sary. But Baratieri had now the support, not only
of the common public favor, but of the entire court
circle, which saw in him a convenient weapon against
Crispi, and of the military party, and, through these,
of the King, who refused to assent to the recall of
the general when Crispi finally demanded it.

The premier was not supported in his insistence
and pressure on the King by the whole of the cabi-
net, and the only practical method of getting rid of
Baratieri was by increasing the forces in Africa to
the number at which, by the regulations, a superior
officer was necessary to command. The general
chosen, Baldissera, a safe and competent commander,
was already in Africa, at Massowah, when Baratieri,
warned of his supersession in spite of all the precau-
tions to keep secrecy, precipitated hostilities against
the distinct orders of Crispi never to attack a force